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President Swisher called the Village Board meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

In attendance:  President John L. Swisher, Trustees:  Laurie Adams, Fred Albertz, Tim Semo, Donald Smith, 

Dale Theder and Steve Wollin.  Also in attendance: Library Director Luci Bledsoe,  Street Superintendent Lee 

Trumpf, Fire/EMS Chief Jim Wolf, Police Chief Gary Bleecker, Wastewater/Water Superintendent Aric 

Mindemann, Attorney James Hammes and Clerk-Treasurer Joan Dykstra. 

 
Statement of Public Notice – This meeting was posted and noticed according to law. 
 

Approve Finance Report  
A Wollin/Theder motion carried on a 7-0 roll call vote to approve claims totaling $311,452.89. 
 

Ambulance/Fire-EMS, Building Inspector, Police– For Information Only  
 

Department Schedules/Reports 

Police Chief Bleecker said the new squad is here and currently getting the decals on it.  Bleecker has been to court 

three times for sexual assault cases.  The State is doing their annual compliance with all the tobacco retailers.  The 

HWY 26 speed grant is going well and will continue until September.  A traffic stop ended up with a large meth find 

and the metro unit was called in. 
 

Water/Sewer Superintendent Aric Mindemann reported that the tower has been cleaned, the new pickup has been 

delivered and they are currently exercising valves and doing hydrant maintenance.  
 

Street Superintendent Lee Trump said they are painting the streets downtown with the yellow paint and then will 

begin with the white paint.  Trustee Adams questioned if the repairs at Firemans Park will be completed before the 

festival.  Trump stated PLM will not be able to come in prior to the festival. 
 

Fire/EMS Chief Jim Wolf said on June 26
th

 the department attended the wake of Babe Wishowski who was with the 

fire department for 49 years.  The racks that were donated by Velero are in use and working out great.  Seven of the 

new turnout gear were destroyed at an accident and must be replaced.  Wolf stated the police department and 

Fire/EMS share the administrative assistant and there is not enough time for her for both departments.  The police 

department recommend her full time with them and Wolf hire a 25 hour person that is cross trained with fire and 

paramedics. Swisher stated this would be discussed at budget time. 
 

Library Director Luci Bledsoe said that next week concludes the summer program.  An article from the Daily Union 

was distributed to each board member regarding a bike safety program that was given to the early literacy story 

hour. The next big event is the child safety fair August 11
th

 from 5 – 7 p.m., and she hoped to see all of us there. 
 

Public Comment  
Nate Holland – N4753 Paradise Rd – Helenville – stated Centennial Park needs serious work and fearing the loss of 

many parents and kids from the program.  The Pee Wee team made the end of year tournament, which was great.  

They missed out on lots of practices and one game could not be rescheduled because it was the end of the season.  

Some practices were held at the high school and others the kids just missed out on due to the state of the fields.  The 

fields need serious work done to them especially when all the surrounding communities could play on their fields 

the days we were unable to.  Swisher said we are taking a definite look at the issues and are taking a serious look at 

this problem.  We will continue to talk at the Committee of the Whole and will move forward on a solution. 
 

Butch Klug – 130 N. Watertown St – Chair of the Police and Fire Commission said Chief Wolf needs to get the turn 

out gear ordered that was destroyed at an accident and Chief Bleecker has hiring issues that should be addressed.  He 

also stated youth ball has been strong throughout the years and was disappointed when he attended a game in 

Farmington and saw lots of Johnson Creek residents wearing Farmington shirts.  They stated the user fees are too 

high in Johnson Creek.  Swisher said we need to get together with the joint recreation and get resolutions on all 

issues within the program. 

 

Notices and Discussion  

Trustee Semo thanked the department heads for giving up their Saturday for interviews and greatly appreciated it. 
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Committee/Commission Reports 

A. Unapproved Committee of the Whole Minutes of July 11, 2016 - for Information Only  

B. Unapproved Plan Commission Minutes of July 11, 2016 - for Information Only  
 

Resolution 73-16 Awarding the Sale of Approximately $1,310,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 

2016A 

David Anderson, with PFM said the actual sale was $1,300,000 at a 1.67% true interest cost.  This sale 

included fire/EMS borrowing for the fire building $783,240, fire truck $55,000 and heart monitor $52,338.  

The general fund borrowing included the end loader $34,276, Aztalan Street $42,456, Union Street demolition 

$32,800, the boom mower $31,930 and for the Centennial Park parking lot in the amount of $232,982.  Trustee 

Adams questioned if MSA fees were included in the Centennial Park bid/borrowing.   

 

A Semo/Albertz motion carried on a 5-2 roll call vote with Smith and Wollin opposed to approve Resolution 73-

16 awarding the sale of $1,300,000 general obligation promissory notes, series 2016A. 
 

Update on Aztalan St. Mill, Overlay and Asphalt 

The Johnson Creek School is still waiting to hear from the DNR on approval of the sidewalk on Aztalan St to 

the new school site.  It is the recommendation of the County and our Village Engineer to wait until next year to 

complete the mill, overlay and asphalt on Aztalan St., as we will not be losing the LRIP funding. 
 

It was recommended to put on the agenda of the next Committee of the Whole meeting the placement of 

the three-way stop signs now. 
 

Consent Agenda –may be approved with one motion (items A-I) 

Swisher asked that the following be pulled from the consent agenda: #E - Resolution 75-16 and #I- Resolution 79-16.  

Clerk Dykstra asked that #H Resolution 78-16 operators licenses be pulled due to a correction within the Resolution. 

 

A Theder/Adams motion carried on a 7-0 roll call vote to approve consent agenda items A-D and F-G of the 

consent agenda.   
 

Trustee Semo took over for President Swisher for a motion for item E- Resolution 75-16 award bid to add gate in 

fence at Fireman’s Park.  A Theder/Albertz motion carried on a roll call vote 3-1-3 with Smith opposed and 

Adams, Swisher and Wollin abstaining to approve Resolution 75-16 awarding the bid to add a gate in the fence 

at Firemans Park. 
 

Trustee Semo asked for a motion for item H-Resolution 78-16 Operators Licenses for 2016/2017.  A 

Smith/Albertz motion carried on a voice vote to approve Resolution 78-16 operators’ licenses for 2016/2017. 
 

Trustee Semo asked for a motion on item I-Resolution 79-16 Cabaret License – Fireman’s Festival at Firemans 

Park approving the license and waiving the fee.  A Smith/Semo motion carried 4-3 on a roll call vote with Adams, 

Swisher and Wollin abstaining to approve Resolution 79-16 a cabaret license for the Fireman’s Festival at 

Firemans Park and waiving the application fee. 

 
A. Minutes: 

I. Village Board June 20
th 

 

II. Special Village Board July 7
th

,  July 16
th

 and July 18
th

  

B. Recommendation from Plan Commission: 

I.   Amended Site Plan – Johnson Creek School District – Sidewalk – approve subject to Village Engineer 

II.   JC School – 2
nd

 Exit to Elementary School Parking Lot– MSA contact DOT if  they allow 2
nd

 exit  

III.  ETZA – George and Ruth Ducklow – Town of Farmington – back to PC and VB after a final CSM 

presented  

C. Recommendation from Committee of the Whole 

I.     WE Energies Electric Services – 620 Midge St.– approved 200 amp 

II.     Wright Rd Erosion Control – move forward and fix problems on all properties 

III. Black Walnut Estates Walking Path/Bridge/Lawn Maintenance – refer to Attorney Hammes/Engineer Lord 

IV. Bell Park Community Project – refer back to Committee of the Whole  
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V. Bell Park Hours – table to a later date 

VI. Fireman’s Festival – Water Usage – approve waive fees 

VII. Ordinance for via telephone conference calls – refer back to COW 

VIII. Just Fix It WI Transportation Funding – table  

IX. Relay for Life Watertown/Johnson Creek – “Paint the Town Purple” July 31
st
 – August 7

th
  - approved 

X. Transfer of Old Squad to Fire/EMS Department – approve transfer 

XI. Ball Field at Centennial Park – Maintenance – Send to Joint Recreation and pass onto coaches 

XII.   Exercise Program at Library – Phyllis Schicker – Draft letter to Joint Recreation and set meeting date 

XIII. Section 5.29 Continuing Education Reimbursement–authority to P & F Chair & if not available Village 

President 

XIV. Fund Balance Policy – have staff work with auditor for a Fund Balance policy 

XV. Capital Fund Funding – for debt capital items only – change will be made in the internal controls 

XVI. Fall Rummage-o-Rama – recommended only a spring rummage-o-rama  

XVII. John Brockner – 206 Shepherd St. -  remove tree by Two Guys Trimming $800 and replace tree  

XVIII. Vandalism of Port-a-pot at Bell Park – leave placement of port-a-pot the same in Bell Park 

D.    Resolution 74-16 Simplified Rate Case Water Utility  

E.    Resolution 75-16 Award Bid to Add Gate in Fence at Fireman’s Park 

F.    Resolution 76-16 Award Bid - Municipal Building Entrance of 8% Grade 

G.   Resolution 77-16 Award Bid - Wood Fiber Chips for Bell Park  

H.   Resolution 78-16 Operators Licenses 2016/2017  

I. Resolution 79-16 Cabaret License – Fireman’s Festival– Fireman’s Park  
 

Resolution 80-16 Turnout Gear - Replacement- Insurance Claim 

Seven sets of turnout gear were damaged at an accident and needs to be replaced.  The purchase of the turnout 

gear will come from funds to be paid from an insurance claim with the exception of the $1,000 deductible. 
 

An Albertz/Smith motion carried on a 7-0 roll call vote to approve Resolution 80-16 turnout gear replacement 

from the insurance claim. 
 

Discussion/Action Request to Extend Option for BBC Land Venture  

Attorney Hammes stated BBC is requesting to extend the option to purchase by August 24
th
.  

 

A Semo/Smith motion carried on a voice vote to approve the request to extend the option for BBC Land Venture. 
 

Discussion/Action Adopt Resolution 81-16 Removing Title Restrictions in the Village of Johnson Creek 

Attorney Hammes stated this eliminates prior restrictions from prior agreements and clears the title on all the 

properties on Resort Drive. 
 

A Smith/Wollin motion carried on a voice vote to approve the adoption of Resolution 81-16 removing title 

restrictions in the Village of Johnson Creek. 
 

Update Resolution 63-16 Authorizing Water Department to Bid Water Loss Study  
The cost to do the water loss study was between $385-$1,265 and falls below the bidding process.   
 

A Smith/Semo motion carried on a voice vote to approve using American Leak Detection for the water loss 

study. 
 

Discussion/Recommendation Amended Administrator Job Description  
The following was included in the administrator job description: 
 

RELATIONSHIPS 

DEVELOP RELATIONSHIPS AND SET GOALS WITHIN SIX MONTHS WITH: 

Johnson Creek School Board, Local Businesses, Johnson Creek Historical Society, Johnson Creek 

Chamber of Commerce, Surrounding Community Townships and Non-Profit Organizations. 
 

ACCOMPLISH RETLATIONSHIPS WITHIN ONE YEAR 
 

An Albertz/Wollin motion carried on a voice vote to approve the amended administrator job description. 
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Discussion/Recommendation Fireman’s Festival Staffing 

After discussion, Trustee Semo asked for a motion.  There was a Smith/Albertz motion that carried on a 3-1-3 roll 

call vote with Theder opposed and Adams, Swisher and Wollin abstaining to have two village street employees 

work their regular hours on Saturday, August 6
th

 from 7a.m.-3 p.m. and they will also be available on call if issues 

arise after they leave at 3 p.m. 
 

Approve Hire of Timothy Gray, Part Time Police Officer Replacing Michael Zenoni 

An Albertz/Theder motion carried on a voice vote to approve hiring Timothy Gray as a part time police officer 

replacing Michael Zenoni. 
 

Resignation/Appointment of Zac Deal on the Police and Fire Commission - term expires May 2017  

President Swisher appointed Steve Brown – 330 West Street to fill the resignation of Zac Deal, whose 

term expires May 2017. 
 

A Swisher/Semo motion carried on a voice vote to approve the appointment of Steve Brown to the Police 

and Fire Commission. 
 

“Adopt-a-Flower Pot” award  

 A Semo/Wollin motion carried on a voice vote to award the “adopt-a-flower pot” to Eve Stiff.  This 

flower pot is located in front of the Post Office. 
 

Update – Final Bids Received from Items Sold on the Wisconsin Surplus Auction 

An Adams/Wollin motion carried on a voice vote to review items not sold to the next Committee of the 

Whole meeting on August 3
rd

. 
 

Discussion/Recommendation - Waive Fireman’s Festival Fireworks Application Permit Fee - $100  

Trustee Semo took over and asked for a motion on waiving the fireworks application permit fee of $100 for the 

Fireman’s Festival. 

 

An Albertz/Theder motion carried on a 4-0-3 roll call vote with Adams, Swisher and Wollin abstaining to 

approve waiving the Fireman’s Festival fireworks application permit fee of $100. 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 

A. Plan Commission – August 3
rd

, 2016 – 5:00 p.m. – Note change of date 

B. Committee of the Whole – August 3
rd

, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. – Note change of date 

C. Village Board – August 22
nd

, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 

D. Town of Watertown Meeting re:  Fire District Coverage – July 25, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Adjourn 

A Wollin/Adams motion carried to adjourn at 6:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Joan Dykstra 

Village Clerk - Treasurer 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  These minutes are uncorrected; any corrections made thereto will be so noted in the proceedings at 

which these minutes are approved.  

 

 

 


